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Announcements by CWSS to WSB 51 

eDNA Expeditions 2026-2028 
More than 650 high-quality applications from around the world were submitted to UNESCO’s 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), with the Wadden Sea proposal standing out 

among the 25 selected. The second phase of the eDNA Expeditions will run from 2026 to 2028. The 

Wadden Sea coordination team comprises a representative from the Danish National Park, one 

representative from each of the three German National Parks, a representative from the Dutch 

LVVN, the Waddenvereniging, and CWSS in a coordinating role.  

The eDNA Expeditions aim at developing a global bioinformatics workflow that transforms eDNA 

samples into actionable data, enabling marine site managers to detect invasive species, track 

ecosystem changes, and monitor conservation efforts. At the global level, integration with the 

Ocean Biodiversity Information System (OBIS) ensures these data also contribute to expanding 

marine knowledge and supporting action for a healthier ocean. 

The Wadden Sea was also among the 25 marine World Heritage sites that participated in the first 

phase (2022–2025). For more information see: https://ednaexpeditions.org/ 

People and Nature in UNESCO Sites  
In the framework of the collaboration with the UNESCO Marine Programme, the TWSC 

contributed €2000 to the UNESCO publication People and Nature in UNESCO sites. The report 

was published on 21 April 2026 and presents the findings of the first-ever global assessment of the 

conservation status of UNESCO-designated sites, including World Heritage Sites, Biosphere 

Reserves, and Global Geoparks.  

UNESCO’s Marine Programme has shared the following set of communication materials: 

Report: People and Nature in UNESCO-designated sites: global and local contributions 

YouTube: A short video available here 

Social media material: A series of visuals to be used on social media (see Trello, X, Facebook, 

LinkedIn: Report and Video). 

  

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000397874
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCeHgnEliyc
https://trello.com/b/xNzoJHZV/people-and-nature-report-external
https://x.com/UNESCO/status/2046531144548532669
https://fb.watch/GD1vrcOn40/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unesco_people-and-nature-in-unesco-designated-sites-activity-7452257100719767552-Q4J1?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACk3POYBEiRbcjuOa5Rg940K2lCj83A7ThQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unesco-ugcPost-7452266607071940608-VIj0?utm_source=share&utm_medium=%E2%80%A6
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